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IT is not uncommon to meet with persons wlho
have diseases which can only be relieved by an
operation, but whose minds are so irritable, that
altlhough convinced of the propriety of such a
measure, yet when about to submit to it, their
courage fails, and they wrest themselves from the
hands of the surgeon and his assistants by a con-
vulsive effort.

A difficulty, from another cause, occurs in in-
fants and children, when an operation is to be per-
formed in which any particular mechanical neatness
or dexterity is necessary. The difficulty in this case
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can generally be overcome, by inclosing all the
body, excepting the part to be operated on, either
in a bag or wooden box.

But platients of the former description are not
so easily managed, and examples are by no means
rare, where persons have suffered severe distress or
even died, from diseases which they were con-
vinced might have been relieved by a surgical ope-
ration. I remember an officer with a tumor at the
angle of the lower jaw, which he himselfwas anxious
to have removed, but when the knife was about to
touch the skin, his courage failed him. After
three or four unsuccessful efforts of this kind, he
determined to allow himself to be tied," hand and
foot," which, after having been accomplished with
some difficulty, the incision was begun, and he
then became tranquil, and the operation was easily
finished. But by many, a process like this would
never be submitted to; and I have heard patients
who had been operated on for the stone, declare,
that the binding of the hands and feet was by
far the most distressing part of the operation.

It therefore still remains a great desideratum in
surgery, to contrive a mode by which patients of
the description alluded to, can be induced to
submit to operations, and, as the practice which
I have adopted in the following case may be
applicable under similar circumstances, it may
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be worth while briefly to relate it to the So-
ciety.

A young woman of a robust form had a tumor
on the orbitar plate of the left frontal bone, the
bade of which adhered firmly to the bone, whilst
the exterior portion was attached to the integu-
ments, in which there was a small sinus leading
into the interior of the tumor.> the diseased mass
did not exceed the bulk of an almond, but it was at-
tendedwith great pain,and even cautiouslytouching
the orifice of the sinus with a probe excited violent
irritation. A tumor had been extirpated from the
seat of this swelling some months previously, a
portion of which adhering to the bone being left
behind, gave origin to this new growth.

Though she hadcome from a distance determined
to get the disease removed by an operation, ifit was
considered advisable, yet when the scalpel touched
the integuments she made a violent resistance. A
second attempt was made, having previously se-
cured her on a table with numerous assistlants; but
such was the force and exertion she made to extri-
cate herself whenever the operation was about to
be begun, that every hope of success was aban-
doned.

As the only resource, it then occurred to me,
that if she would allow herself to be bled to a
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state of deliquium, the tumor might be extirpated
while she remained insensible.

After a fewdaysshesubmitted to this measure,and
a- large vein was freely opened while' she sat in the
erect posture, in a very' warm room, in which there
were seven people, with the doors and windows
kept shut to hasten her fainting. No less than
fifty ouncps of; blood were drawn before she faint-
Aed, and then a coniplete state of syncope came on,
which lasted a sufiicient time 'to allow the tumor
to be removed.

cWith. the assistance.of Mr. Young, the opera.
tioli was ;accomplished with great facility; and in
order to produce an' exfoliation .of the diseased
portion of bone, its surface was rubbed over with
kali pPruni. Whefftbe fainting-went off, she would
not beljeveI that, the; operation .had "been per-
fortned, until 8she:Inined .hetP4e in a glass.'

She suffered littlg fropi the effiects -of the opera-
tions and though.she- imiedrp;Je ind feeble for
a few, days, from the: p.rofuse, bleeding, yet in a
week, she; was;better than: most patients are, who
have undergone so severe an operation; and slhe ra.
pidly recovered her wonted strength without.in any
wayappearingto have suffered from the loss ofblood.

The quantity of blood, which -was in this; in-
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stance drawn, may to some appear enormous, but
I was emboldened to proceed to that extent, from
having almost universally observed, that those pa.
tients recovered operations best, who lost the
greatest quantity of blood; a fact strikingly illus8
trated after the battle of Waterloo, when it was
found, that the wounded who were left in the field,
and not taken into hospitals till, the fourth and fifth
day after the battle, recovered much sooner than
those who were immediately attended to. This
difference could only be accounted for, by the
bleeding from the wounds being so extensive as to
produce syncope; thus preventing inflammation
and fever.

Nevertheless, it has not been my intention to
recommend this mode of practice for general adop-
tion. The result will shew, that, were circum-
stances equally urgent to suggest its employment,
it may be ventured upon fearlessly.

April 28, 1819.

277

 at UNIV ARIZONA LIBRARY on June 10, 2016jrs.sagepub.comDownloaded from 

http://jrs.sagepub.com/

